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Sarnia, Ontario –– Today, Carolinian Canada Coalition and Ontario Nature, two major conservation groups in Ontario, are joining forces with four Lambton groups to present a major 3 day conference with more than 160 participants to showcase the rich diversity of Carolinian Canada's coasts and Lambton County's watersheds.  

For three days, participants will have exceptional access to Canada’s deep south, travelling by foot, boat, bus and discussion, with local leaders and provincial specialists. Situated in coastal Carolinian Canada, Lambton is rich in biodiversity with more than 60 species at risk, 300 provincial rarities and a large network of significant natural areas, including globally significant habitats, intact First Nations ecosystems, international fly-ways for migratory birds and some of the most diverse freshwater mussel populations in North America.

In this International "Year of Biodiversity", local naturalist groups, Sarnia Urban Wildlife Committee, Lambton Wildlife Incorporated, Sydenham Field Naturalists and Friends of Pinery Park, invite participants to explore, participate and experience this special region, and to consider the future of Ontario’s biodiversity.

Today, Gord Miller, the Environmental Commissioner of Ontario, and a variety of other speakers will consider hot topics in the rapidly shifting field of conservation. Participants are encouraged to join the discussion to envision a future that protects and sustains biodiversity across the landscape.

In 2001, an ambitious landscape plan, the Big Picture / Greenway Initiative, was developed.  Hundreds of groups, including all the conference partners, have been collaborating to make this vision a reality.  This conference explores how much progress has been made, what new challenges and opportunities are emerging in the face of serious global declines in biodiversity.

Sarnia, embedded in the “Chemical Valley,” has worked hard to improve its local environment and international waterway, the St. Clair River.  This is an ideal setting to explore the ways in which humans and wildlife interact in sensitive shoreline areas.  

Dozens of groups, volunteers, businesses and communities have donated their time, efforts and resources to create this unique event.  As a result, there are activities throughout the three days to appeal to a wide range of interests, from conservation professionals to backyard naturalists.  Major sponsors of this event include Shell Environmental Fund, Conservation Ontario, Ontario Power Generation and Imperial Oil.

The conference partners have collaborated for more than 30 years on protecting and restoring natural heritage in southwestern Ontario.  In 2010, they are offering a window of time to investigate, celebrate and reflect on Ontario’s rich biodiversity.  
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 Media release and Photos posted at www.carolinian.org
Media release and information about the AGM posted at www.ontarionature.org
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