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BlandingÕs Turtle 



OntarioÕs ÒHerpetofaunaÓ 
 Snakes (15)        Turtles (8)       Lizard (1) 

Frogs and Toads (13)     Salamanders and newts (11) 



OntarioÕs Vanishing Herpetofauna 
¥! 30 of 42 Canadian reptile 

species (18 of 24 Ontario 
species) are listed as 
Endangered, Threatened, or 
Special Concern 

¥! Major causes of reptiles decline 
include: 
¥! Habitat loss  
¥! Habitat fragmentation 
¥! Road mortality  
¥! Human persecution 
¥! Illegal Collection 
¥! Pollution 

¥! Amphibians vanishing 
globally (33 % listed by IUCN 
as vulnerable, endangered 
or critically endangered) 

¥! Causes of amphibian decline 
include:   
¥! Habitat loss  
¥! Habitat fragmentation 
¥! Road mortality 
¥! Chytrid fungus 
¥! Terrestrial and aquatic 

pollutants 



Habitat Loss in SW ON 

E. Gartersnake 



Reptiles and Aquatic Habitat in SW ON 

Wood Turtle 



Reptiles and Aquatic Habitat in SW ON 

Spotted Turtle 



Reptiles and Aquatic Habitat in SW ON 

Queen Snake 



Reptiles and Aquatic Habitat in SW ON 

Eastern Ribbonsnake 



Amphibians and Aquatic Habitat in SW ON 

Fowlers Toad (photos by Ryan Bolton) 



Amphibians and Aquatic Habitat in SW ON 

Jefferson Salamander (photo by Scott Gillingwater) 



The Ontario Reptile and Amphibian Atlas 

¥! Began Fall 2008/ Winter 2009 
¥! Eastern Ontario Model Forest 
¥! Eastern Ontario Herpetofaunal 

Atlas 

¥! Spring 2009 
¥! Ontario Nature began expanding 

the atlas into a provincial program  

www.ontarionature.org/atlas 

E. Hog-nosed Snake 

Wood Frog 



Objectives 

1.! Produce an updated, comprehensive database of reptile and 
amphibian observations that will inform: 

¥! Research and natural history inventories 
¥! Conservation, management, and stewardship of species at risk 
¥! COSEWIC/COSSARO listing decisions 

Snapping Turtle 



Objectives 

2.! Produce an ÒAtlas of reptiles and Amphibians of OntarioÓ 
¥! Online atlas that will be updated annually 
¥! A printed publication after 5 years 

E. Musk Turtle Five-Lined Skink 





Objectives 

3.! Improve public awareness of reptile and amphibian diversity in ON, 
threats and conservation solutions 
¥! Foster understanding and appreciation 
¥! Encourage and support local stewardship and conservation work 



Participate: 1) Find reptiles and amphibians 

American Bullfrog 

Snapping Turtle 



Participate: 2) Report your observations 

¥! Website (www.ontarionature.org/atlas): 
¥! Online reporting form 
¥! Excel spreadsheet 
¥! Printable reporting card 

¥! E-mail observations to joec@ontarionature.org 

¥! By calling (416) 444-8419 ext. 243 



What constitutes an ÒobservationÓ?  

¥! ANY sighting of ANY species, not just rare ones 

¥! OLD and NEW sightings 

¥! Shells, skins, or road-killed animals 

Blue Racer 



What information are we looking for? 

¥! Key Information 
¥! Species name 
¥! ID verification (photograph or 

description) 
¥! Location (UTM, lat/long, or 

description) 

¥! Date 

¥! Additional information 
¥! Habitat, behavior, weather, 

demographics, survey info, 
time, search type, etc. 

E. Red-backed Salamander 

Ring-necked Snake 



Data Sharing 



Available Resources 

¥! Website (www.ontarionature.org/atlas):  
¥! Project information  
¥! OntarioÕs reptiles and amphibians 
¥! Online atlas 

¥! Hard copy resources: 



Training Opportunities 

¥! Atlas workshops and presentations 
¥! Working with local partners 

E. Massasauga 



General Survey Guidelines 

¥! Respect the welfare of the animals and their habitats. It is illegal to 
capture or harass species at risk or destroy their habitat 

¥! Respect property rights and always adhere to rules or regulations 

¥! Poaching is a serious threat to many of OntarioÕs reptiles. Never give out 
the locations of rare species and report unusual requests for such 
information to the OMNR 

¥! Promote a positive attitude toward the atlas and OntarioÕs herpetofauna   

Milksnake 



Questions? 

Eastern Massasauga with neonates (newborn snakes) 

Assistance for this project was provided by Environment 
Canada and the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources 


