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!!1992 Canada signs Convention on 

Biological Diversity 

!!1995 Canada drafts strategy – 1996 all 

provinces sign on 

!!nothing happens 

!!2002 ECO calls for provincial strategy 

!!2003 ECO says here’s how you do it 

!!2005 Ont. announces a strategy/council 



ECO Annual Report 2002/2003 





!!1995 

–!Provincial Parks Act 

–!Niagara Escarpment Act 

!!2010 

–!Living Legacy 

–!Prov. Parks and Conservation Reserves Act 

–!Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act 

–!Lake Simcoe Protection Act 





!!1995 

–!Endangered Species Act (ineffective) 

–!no species being listed / no screening 

!!2010 

–!new Endangered Species Act 

–! independent science based screening 

–!development pressure persists 

–!climate change impacting 





!!1995 

–!Provincial Policy Statement with conflicting 

priorities and no means to resolve them 

!!2010 

–!same PPS 

–!Greenbelt Act 

–!Far North Act 



!!Problems in the South 

–!significant wetlands policy failing 

–!significant woodlands undefined 

–!aggregate extraction trumps 

–!no natural systems linkages mechanism 

–!highways also trump 

–!growth planning does recognize landscape 

capacity limits 

–!agricultural drainage trumps 



!!Problems in the North 

–!woodland caribou problem not solved 

–!negotiations with 1st Nations not finished 

–! industrial pressure for corridors and hydro 

–! the “Ring of Fire” is in full swing 

–!climate change is impacting 

!! the Far North Act is 4 years late 









!! We have come as far as we can within the 

current administrative model 

!! We need further legislative amendments to 

oblige other key ministries to incorporate 

biodiversity initiatives into their programs and 

activities … especially MMAH 

!! We need to place a statutory obligation on 

MNR to monitor and report on the state of 

Ontario’s biodiversity and resource them 

accordingly 



The ultimate test of a moral society is the 

kind of world that it leaves to its children.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian (1906-1945) 

Thank You For Your Attention 


