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A TRAIL FOR LAKE ERIE

Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail

2010 Open House & Workshop Series

Simcoe Nov 6 -  Eagle Nov 20  -  Essex Nov 23 -  Port Colborne Dec 2

CCoaST Workbook also on-line at www.carolinian.org
Your Name __________________________________ 
PART 1 – MY COAST Workshop Participants:  Tell us one aspect when introducing yourself. 
1. COASTAL CONNECTIONS: Tell us a story that connects you to the Lake Erie coast.  What excites or interests you about the coast? Personal stories welcomed!  (See reference sheet for story example)
2. GREENING THE FUTURE: Do you have ideas of how a stewardship trail can improve habitat or ecosystem health?  Get creative!

PART 2 – COASTAL THEMES   
You can submit as many themes as you like, but please use a separate sheet for each. 
3. COASTAL VISIONS:  In your region, what are the goals you see for the Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail? What would you like to see it accomplish?

4. READING THE LANDSCAPE:  Write down a story, message or theme that you think is one of the most important to the stewardship of the Lake Erie coast in your region. What do you want people to know more about, visit or get involved in? 
5. FAVOURITE PLACES:  For each theme, list 1 to 5 local sites, routes or experiences that relate to your story or demonstrate your theme.  Add 1-2 sites / routes on other parts of the Lake Erie coast that also relate to your theme if you can.
Site 1

Site 2

Site 3

Site 4

Site 5

6. MAJOR THEME:  Discuss with others to identify 1-2 priority themes that you think will resonate with many people.  (See reference sheet for examples)

PART 3 – TRAIL UPDATE   Please reference the coastal maps provided

7. MAPPING YOUR THEME:  Map sites and routes associated with your major theme on the maps provided.
8. GROUND- TRUTHING:  Verify, refine & enhance the proposed trail route(s) and features on the map using the colour rating below.  Also list items in the table below. Provide official names, specific locations and further resources when possible.  
Colour Rating:   Green=Excellent/ Good      Yellow=Ok / Alternate     Red=Avoid          Blue=Needs Research
	County
	Trail or Feature 
	Mode of Travel
	Colour Rating
	Rationale for Rating
	Other Comments

	Example
	Friendship Trail – part of TCT - approx from Old Fort Erie to Port Colborne
	Walking
	Green
	Existing trail on old rail corridor. Safe, has access point to Lake
	Discuss with Friendship Trail group 

	Example
	Hwy 3 from xx to yy
	Car
	Red
	Speed limit of 80km/hr and little shoulder
	Need to look for another route

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


9. Do you have any further comments on the draft maps, including the preliminary routes and sites we have identified for the Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail?
10. TRAIL DEVELOPMENT RESOURCES: Do you have examples of trails / routes in other areas, innovative stewardship programs or local initiatives that could help us?  Please leave sample materials with us or provide us with links.
PART 4 – FUTURE OF THE TRAIL  
The future of the Lake Erie Coastal Stewardship Trail will depend on the messages, sites & routes selected, but also on the tools created to explore the trail. Help develop ideas for these tools and for the Biodiversity Awareness Trail  (BAT), an innovative interpretative trail segment along the developing LECST.

11. AWARENESS TIPS:  

a. What key messages are you, or your group promoting?
b. What are your target audiences?  Would you like to reach them along the trail?
c. How can we draw people to the trail? 
12. YOUR GUIDE TO THE TRAIL: When exploring the entire coast what type of guide would you like to use? Do you have examples of trail guides, books, or maps that have worked well for you in the past? 
13. AWARENESS TOOLS:  Help us find interpretive tools that are user-friendly to explore interesting sites or trail segments along the way.  Rate effectiveness (1 = good, 5 = bad)
	
	Rating
	Depends on:

	Interpretive Trail signs
	
	

	Trail guides on site
	
	

	Website & Trail guide downloads
	
	

	Audio Tours
	
	

	Guided Tours
	
	

	Volunteer Days
	
	

	Interactive Displays
	
	

	Interpretive Art along the trail
	
	

	Other:
	
	


14. THE VALUE OF BIODIVERSITY:  Trails provide an opportunity to introduce us to our Backyard Biodiversity. What topics related to biodiversity interest you the most? Rate the top 5… (1= most interest)

	
	…To You
	…. To your community or target audience

	Healthy Landscapes
	
	

	Connecting with nature / Wildlife Watching
	
	

	Outdoor recreation
	
	

	Backyard Beauty 
	
	

	Ecosystem Goods & Services / Economic value
	
	

	Surviving & Adapting to Climate Change 
	
	

	Health & Medicine 
	
	

	Safe environment (e.g. clean air & water)
	
	

	Balanced Community
	
	

	Outdoor classroom
	
	

	Other:
	
	


15. GROWING NATIVE PLANTS – A “FIRST STEP” TOWARDS HABITAT ACTION:  

What do you (or your community) want to know most about Growing Native Plants? (Choose 3)
· Why should I grow native plants?
· Is it true that they are difficult to grow, look messy... etc?
· Where can I purchase native plants?

· Which plants should I get and where should I plant them?

· What do I need to do to prepare the ground?

· Will this cost me more time/ effort/ money?
Other:

16. SEEING IS BELIEVING:  What types of native plant “demonstration sites” would you (or your community) like to see? (Choose 3)
· Marginal land restoration

· Buffer or windbreak plantings to protect agricultural resources

· Pollinator garden or butterfly garden

· Wildlife Hedgerows or Habitat garden (for all types of birds and animals)
· Rain gardens or buffer plantings to manage runoff
· Roadside plantings (e.g. snow / trespass management)
· Specialized plants for different conditions e.g. Arid / Shady / Wet spots
· Biofuel crop
· Business/corporate greening
· Community improvements
· Schoolyard greening 

Other:
17. “GROW LOCAL” LOCALES  What sites do you know of that can provide demonstration sites (on or off the trail)?  List here then fill out a “Trail Links” sheet (Page 7) for each site. 

	
Site
	
Native Plant Demonstration Value
	Trail Links Sheet? (Pg 7)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


PART 5 – WRAP-UP    Let us know
18. BEST PRACTICES: In the fall of 2009, Carolinian Canada Coalition hosted a Caring for Our Coast Forum where participants drafted a list of best practices for a stewardship trail.  Is there anything that you would like to add or emphasize?  (See reference sheet)
19. Are there any additional opportunities that the trail should link to? If so, please provide details on the Trail Links page (Page 7).
20. Are there any concerns or challenges that we need to address?
21. Coastal Network:  How would you like to be involved as this project proceeds?

( Can we follow-up with you for more information if needed?

( Would you like to join our Coastal Network to receive email updates and future workshop invitations?

( Would you be interested in learning more about becoming a Coastal Keeper as this project develops?  These volunteers and partners will help make the trail a reality.

Your Name:

Email:

Phone:

Your Group:

Your Sector:

TRAIL LINKS    Let us know about features that could be included in the Trail Guide. These may include local projects, businesses, routes, native plant demonstration sites or programs, for example.  

Feature Name:

Contact name:

Phone:



Email:



   Website:
Permission to print the following information?
Location (be specific):

Goal or Mandate:

Type of Feature (check all that apply):        
	· Private Land Stewardship

· First Nations Stewardship

·  Parks / Public Stewardship 

· Community Action
	· Trail 

· Outreach

· Education

· Demonstration
	· Outdoor Recreation

· Eco-tourism 

· Agro-tourism

· Green Business


Other:
Target audience:
Major Themes (check all that apply):        
	· Carolinian Canada & Biodiversity

· Natural Corridors & the Big Picture

· Lake Erie  & Aquatic ecosystems

· Coastal processes 
· Wetlands  & Riparian Zones
	· “Grow Local” Native Plants 

· Habitat Restoration

·  “Leave it Alone” habitat & species

· Rare Species

· Birding

· Invasive species 
	· Exploring Stewardship Options

· Climate change & resiliency

· Managing Natural Resources

· First Nations Heritage

· Settlement Heritage 

· Natural-Cultural interaction 


Other:
Modes of Travel: (check all that would be suitable for travel to or within the feature):       
	· Cars

· Motorcycles

· ATV’s

· Snowmobiles
	· Walkers

· Skiers 

· Bicycles – on road

· Bicycles – off road

· Horses
	· Boat

· Canoe / Kayak

· Other:


Details:
Access:
	· Public 

· Private

· First Nations
	· Open Access

· Restricted hours 

· Seasonal
	· Fee

· By permission only

· Roadside viewing only


Details:
Ownership:         
Products available for trail users:
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