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Environment, Community  / Pictures available at www.carolinian.org
Media invited to attend a special presentation “Reports from the Field” on Thursday, July 23 at 12:30 pm.  
Turkey Point, Ontario – July 22-23 – While many teens spend their summers honing video games skills, Ontario Stewardship Rangers will have a unique set of bragging rights when school starts in next fall. At a Species at Risk Camp, hosted by the Carolinian Canada Coalition, these 17-year olds will get up close and personal with some of our nationally endangered species, living in the Carolinian Life Zone of southwestern Ontario, including the Eastern Ratsnake, Blandings Turtle and Barn Owl. 

Many students know that animals like the Panda Bear and Right Whale are endangered, but are unaware of species at risk on their doorstep and what they can do to help.  The 2-day camp, on July 22-23 at Turkey Point in Norfolk County will introduce Stewardship Rangers to Carolinian rare species and habitats, as well as the landowners, experts and volunteers that help them. 
As summer employees of stewardship councils and First Nations, Stewardship Rangers assist with a range of conservation work for public and private landowners across the Southern Ontario. Participating teams include the Chippewas of the Thames, Middlesex-Lambton, Waterloo-Wellington, Oxford Elgin, Walpole Island, Brant-Hamilton and Chatham. 
Camp participants will be able to take a ranch tour to learn about farm contributions to conservation; hold a rare Hognose Snake and find out why their populations are disappearing at an alarming rate; meet a barn owl and other birds of prey up close; tag rare trees in the Spooky Hollow Nature Sanctuary; and solve an ecological mystery game, among other activities.  A highlight is a presentation of “Reports from the Field” by the rangers themselves about their summer work in helping species at risk. 
“Ontario Stewardship Rangers are teens with potential to be the next generation of land stewards,” said Bronwen Buck, Ecosystem Network Coordinator with the Carolinian Canada Coalition. “In addition to providing hands-on experiences, the camp offers opportunities for rangers to share field stories, network with conservation-minded peers, and interact with experts who can provide them with career-related advice.”

The camp is part of the Coalition's "Greening the Future for Species at Risk" program to inspire, inform and guide communities towards habitat recovery in harmony with working landscapes. Assistance for this project is provided by the Ministry of Natural Resources, Parks Canada, TD Canada Trust’s Friends of the Environment Foundation and Ontario Stewardship Councils.

Stretching from Toronto to Windsor, the Carolinian Life Zone is marked by one of the highest concentrations of species at risk in Canada with over 130 nationally protected species and over 500 provincially rare species and ecological communities. Carolinian Canada Coalition is a partnership of groups with the shared goal of conserving and restoring the unique nature of southwestern Ontario for healthy and sustainable landscapes.  Interested supporters can receive a free Wild Neighbours Kit or explore Carolinian Canada by visiting www.carolinian.org or calling 519-433-7077. 
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Media Contacts:  

Michelle Kanter, Executive Director, Carolinian Canada Coalition  519-433-7077   admin@carolinian.org     

Bronwen Buck, Ecosystem Recovery Network Coordinator  519-341-3199  woodland@carolinian.org 

Project funding provided by:
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