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NEWS RELEASE

November 13, 2008.  Hamilton, Ontario.
Landowners and Communities Conserve Natural Beauty in Hamilton
Many people in Hamilton understand the critical role that natural habitat plays in maintaining a healthy environment for human and wildlife communities.  As a result, communities, farmers and rural landowners work hard to conserve and restore the Natural Heritage that makes the municipality special.  Join the Carolinian Canada Coalition and local partners on November 13th, 11am at Land’s Inlet Nature Project to launch the Caring for Nature in Hamilton factsheet and celebrate these important contributions.
This factsheet is the 9th in a series of landowner resources published in counties across southwestern Ontario.  It is an inspiring and informative guide for rural, urban and suburban landowners and communities looking to help improve and maintain healthy natural areas in Hamilton.  The factsheet focuses on private and public stewardship, promoting habitat restoration undertaken by community groups, farmers, and rural landowners, and the organizations that facilitate these projects.   It also provides an overview of the wealth of natural beauty that exists in Hamilton thanks to the efforts of many dedicated individuals and groups.  
Carolinian Canada Coalition received invaluable support for this project from many stewardship groups in the region including the Hamilton-Halton Watershed Stewardship Program, the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club, the Hamilton-Wentworth Federation of Agriculture, the City of Hamilton, the Hamilton Conservation Authority, and the Royal Botanical Gardens.
The site of the official launch, Land’s Inlet Nature Project, is a great example of the efforts that the factsheet is promoting.  The Head-of-the-Lake Land Trust, a Hamilton Naturalists’ Club program, has been organizing community volunteers and bringing people together to plant trees and wildflowers along a rail corridor in the centre of the city.  This naturalized corridor will provide additional wildlife habitat, act as a buffer between homes, the rail line and a busy arterial street, help to improve the air quality in the neighbourhood, and create a natural space for people to enjoy.
Recently, there has been lots of ‘buzz’ about protected Species at Risk and this factsheet is good a source information about the issue for the interested citizen.  Caring for Nature in Hamilton emphasizes the pride landowners feel in seeing the fruits of their conservation efforts, with the continuing presence of many rare species.  Several groups have projects in place to protect the remaining populations of these species in Canada, and farmers and landowners alike are often eager participants in restoration efforts.  One example is the last known Canadian population of Few-flowered Club Rush, a beautiful, rare wetland plant still found in Hamilton.  With the help of the local community, the Royal Botanical Gardens is protecting the habitat for this rare species.
“It all comes down to managing habitat wisely.  Many best practices for safe drinking water, clean air, outdoor recreation, sustainable timber harvesting, and agriculture will also benefit wildlife," notes Michelle Kanter, Executive Director of the Coalition.  According to the science that underpins this factsheet, natural areas provide many benefits for people and wildlife alike.  The factsheet also explains the crucial importance of a network of large and small natural areas to the health of the overall landscape.
“The publication of this factsheet is only one step in a Big Picture Outreach project,” adds Nikki May, project coordinator for the Coalition. “The factsheet will be most useful for landowners who are interested in contributing to habitat restoration, but don’t know where to start.”  The factsheet brings together many different sources of information, acting as both an inspiration and a time-saving resource for interested landowners.  Over 12,000 factsheets will be distributed by mail to rural landowners in Hamilton, and another 6,000 will be available for people to pick up from the City, the local Conservation Authorities, the Royal Botanical Gardens, and the Hamilton-Halton Watershed Stewardship Program.
Carolinian Canada is a coalition of public and community groups aimed at conserving the wildlife and habitats of Canada’s Carolinian Life Zone — a unique ecological region that is home to Tulip Trees, Hooded Warblers, Southern Flying Squirrels and other wildlife not found anywhere else in Canada.  The Carolinian Life Zone is one of the most biologically diverse regions in the country, and contains some of the highest numbers of rare and endangered species.  The Coalition Board includes representatives from conservation, stewardship, education, farming, forestry and municipal planning groups.  

The City of Hamilton project is part of a Carolinian Canada-wide program.  Generous funding for this project has come from Environment Canada's EcoAction Community Funding Program, the City of Hamilton, and the Hamilton Naturalists’ Club.
For more information contact:

Nikki May, Project Coordinator

519-542-8612, nmay@carolinian.org
Michelle Kanter, Executive Director, Carolinian Canada

(519) 433-7077   admin@carolinian.org     







































































































































































































































































































