[image: image1.jpg]Collaborating for a Healthy Ecoreglon i
1017 Western Rd, London ON N6G 1GS, Grosvenor Lodge (by appt) / =
519-433-7077 519-913-2449 (fax) carolinian.org





Carolinian Canada Coalition
NEWS RELEASE

May 29th, 2008.  
Denfield, Ontario.
Middlesex Residents Lead in Nature Conservation

Hundreds of landowners in Middlesex are taking care of the unique nature of the Carolinian Life Zone making a significant impact in protecting critical habitat.  The Carolinian Canada Coalition, along with the Upper Thames River, Ausable-Bayfield, St. Clair Region, Kettle Creek, and Lower Thames Valley Conservation Authorities, as well as Middlesex Stewardship Council and many other dedicated partners, are launching the Caring for Nature in Middlesex factsheet highlighting local conservation efforts.

This region has many rare and fascinating species found nowhere else in the country. “Caring for Nature in Middlesex” is a colourful and informative guide for rural, urban and suburban landowners and communities.  The publication features local landowners and citizens who are leaders in conserving the valuable and unique natural heritage of Middlesex County. Middlesex farmers, planners, conservationists and other individuals alike are working to keep the landscape healthy and sustainable as urban centres sprawl across the County.  The factsheet is the seventh in a series published by the Carolinian Canada Coalition in counties across southwestern Ontario.  

The official launch will take place at Bill and Sylvia Thirwall’s farm near Denfield at 11am on May 29th, 2008.  The Thirwalls have been leaders in the Nairn Creek area, where they planted buffers along the creek and inspired their neighbours to do the same.  Thanks to their efforts, the Brown Trout in Nairn Creek enjoy cleaner, cooler habitat.  The residents feel a great deal of pride in knowing that their natural environment is healthier as a result of their exceptional efforts.  

Recently, there has been lots of ‘buzz’ about protected Species at Risk and this factsheet helps to bring clarity to the issue for the interested citizen.  This factsheet shows that Middlesex landowners are proud stewards of habitat for species at risk, and several groups have projects in place to protect the remaining populations of these species in Canada.  For example, Middlesex landowners along the Sydenham River are helping the Mudpuppy Mussel by reducing pesticide use and planting stream buffers.  A small group of landowners are also integral to the protection of the endangered Wood-Poppy in Middlesex where the only known Canadian population of this rare flower is found. 

“It all comes down to managing habitat wisely.  Many best practices for safe drinking water, clean air, outdoor recreation, sustainable timber harvesting, and agriculture will also benefit wildlife," notes Michelle Kanter, Executive Director of the Coalition.  According to the science that underpins this factsheet, natural areas provide many benefits for people and wildlife alike.  The factsheet also explains the crucial importance of a network of large and small natural areas to the health of the overall landscape.
“The publication of this factsheet is only one step in a Big Picture Outreach project,” adds Nikki May, project coordinator for the Coalition. “The factsheet will be most useful for landowners who are interested in contributing to restoration, but don’t know where to start.”  The factsheet brings together many different sources of information, acting as both an inspiration and a time-saving resource for interested landowners. 
A variety of resources are offered by the Coalition to provide landowners with good informaton.  Interested residents can contact the Coalition at 519-433-7077 or info@carolinian.org to be notified of upcoming events or order the factsheet.  It is also posted on-line at www.carolinian.org along with a variety of other publications about the unique nature of southwestern Ontario including significant areas, habitats, wildlife, plants and species at risk.  
Carolinian Canada is a coalition of public and community groups aimed at conserving the wildlife and habitats of Canada’s Carolinian life zone — a unique ecological region that is home to Tulip Trees, Hooded Warblers, Southern Flying Squirrels and other wildlife not found anywhere else in Canada, the Carolinian life zone is one of the most biologically diverse regions in the country, and contains some of the highest numbers of rare and endangered species.  The Coalition Board includes representatives from conservation, stewardship, education, farming, forestry and planning groups.  

The Middlesex County project is part of a Carolinian Canada-wide program.  Generous funding for this project came from Environment Canada's EcoAction Community Funding Program, TD Canada Trust Friends of the Environment Foundation,  the Ontario Trillium foundation, and the Ontario Species at Risk Stewardship Fund

For more information contact:

Nikki May, Project Coordinator

519-542-8612, nmay@carolinian.org
Michelle Kanter, Executive Director, Carolinian Canada

(519) 433-7077   admin@carolinian.org     







































































































































































































































































































